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Purpose:
Hisorically, Hispanic and African American men have lower retention and graduations rates in both Texas
and the United States. The mos recent 6-year graduation rates from the Diges of Education Statisics
show the defcit in the area of educating minority men. National graduation rates for African American
males are an abysmal 35.2%, and graduation rates for Hispanic males are 47.7%.

To counter this, in 2000, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) approved the Closing
the Gaps: The Texas Higher Education Plan  in order to increase minority retention and graduation rates in
higher education insitutions. In support of Closing the Gaps, Sam Houson State University (SHSU)
esablished the Sam Houson Esablishing Leadership In and Through Education (SH ELITE) Program in
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2010.

The purpose of the SH ELITE Program is to enable African American and Hispanic men to transcend the
satus quo in minority male academic, professional, and personal success.

Mission:
SH ELITE promotes the academic and civic engagement of African American and Hispanic men through
various resources that specifcally focus on academic, professional, and personal development, as well as
leadership development and service engagement.

Program Cohorts ELITE Management Internship

ELITE Exchange
Speaker Series

Insitutional Support

Awards Forms

http://www.shsu.edu/centers/sam-center/ELITE/Program-Cohorts/program-cohorts.html
http://www.shsu.edu/centers/sam-center/ELITE/ELITE-Management-Program/elite-management-internship
http://www.shsu.edu/centers/sam-center/ELITE/elite-exchange/elite-exchange.html
http://www.shsu.edu/centers/sam-center/ELITE/elite-exchange/elite-exchange.html
http://www.shsu.edu/centers/sam-center/ELITE/Institutional-Support/institutional-support
http://www.shsu.edu/centers/sam-center/ELITE/Forms/forms.html
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Contact Us

SH ELITE Program
 College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHSS) Building, Suite 190
 shelite@shsu.edu
 (936) 294-4611

Follow SHSU:       

Sam Houson State University

Huntsville, Texas 77341
(936) 294-1111 | (866) BEARKAT
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